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A bicycle ride with a scientific 
agenda. Cambridge cyclists 
wanted to find out the truth 
about the bicycle. To know it 
with your feet. Join this practical 
expedition into the advanced 
theory of cycling. Meet at the 
Newmarket Road / East Road 
Roundabout: The void created 
at the crossing of two main 
arteries of motorised traffic, filled 
with bicycles, eager to do their 
research work. All well lit please. 
And the questions are:

The Study. 
Advisory only, because it is phrased 
without “must” or “must not “: 
(Highway Code)  “66  / You should 
/ …never ride more than two 
abreast… “ 

Cambridge Night Rides is a group 
on Facebook and an event on 
Midnightridazz (loads slow)

Newmarket Rd 
Roundabout
9pm
Every Third Saturday

East  Rd 

16 August 2008, 9pm
The Study

The Bikeman

4
What is cycling in a group? How 
does it differ from single cycling? 
Why did they clap and cheer on 
Mill Road during the Your Taxi is 
Waiting ride? Why did he smile 
from his window? Why did they 
grin on the sidewalk? Why did 
she love it when the whole group 
accompanied her?

Cycling is done commonly, but it is 
rarely done together.  If the gutter 
is the place for a single bicycle, 
perhaps the road the place for a 
group of cyclists. Riding abreast for 
beginners

8
Do cyclists behave like cars? 
Does the fear of cars model the 
experience of cycling? 
Can cyclists form a queue ? 
How many styles of cycling are 
there? How many can you name 
or practice?

Bicycle bus: The spontaneous 
creation of a bicycle convoy to 
secure a dangerous passages 
(“Wait here for the next bicycle 
bus to form”)

5
What happens when bicycles come 
together?  What kind of organism or 
event do they form?  Is there love?
Why did the Taxi driver overtake 
dangerously?
What kind of a place is the bicycle: A 
place between places?
Is the bicycle a friend?  A tool? A 
machine? A part of your body? 
Is your bicycle lonely? 
Why do most bicycles only have one 
seat? One handlebar?  
Do you greet other cyclist when 
overtaking, smile when passing one? 
Why frown at taxis? What was cy-
cling like when there were no cars? 
What would it be like without cars? 

9
Every day we use those two 
wheels without much thinking. 
This autumn it is time to think the 
bicycle, and to think it deep. We 
kick it into submission any time, 
but now let us listen to the bicycle: 
What is the communicative 
structure of the bike. 
What is the difference between 
bike and bikes. We shall find out, 
with pedal and bell, as best we 
can, on the moonlit streets of 
Cambridge. Bring a light to be 
seen, dress up for the occasion, 
and make thinking noise as we 
go. Tandems, bike buses and other 
group bicycles welcome.
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